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1
ROTATING FILTER FOR A DISHWASHER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A dishwasher is a domestic appliance into which dishes
and other cooking and eating wares (e.g., plates, bowls,
glasses, flatware, pots, pans, bowls, etc.) are placed to be
washed. The dishwasher may include a filter system to
remove soils from liquid circulated onto the dishes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment, a dishwasher for treating dishes
according to at least one automatic cycle of operation
includes a tub at least partially defining a treating chamber, a
sprayer proximate to the tub to spray liquid into the treating
chamber, a pump fluidly coupled between the treating cham-
ber and the sprayer to define a circulation circuit, a rotating
filter located within the circulation circuit such that the cir-
culated liquid passes through the filter from an upstream
surface to a downstream surface, a diverter extending along
and spaced away from at least a portion of at least one of the
upstream and downstream surfaces to define a gap between
the diverter and the filter, and a diverter mount operably
coupling the diverter to the filter such that there is only one
tolerance stack up between at least one portion of the diverter
and one portion of the filter that effects the gap.

In another embodiment, a dishwasher for treating dishes
according to at least one cycle of operation includes a tub at
least partially defining a treating chamber, a sprayer proxi-
mate to the tub to spray liquid into the treating chamber, a
pump fluidly coupled between the treating chamber and the
sprayer to define a circulation circuit for circulating the
sprayed liquid from the treating chamber to the sprayer, a
rotating filter located within the circulation circuit such that
the circulated liquid passes through the filter from an
upstream surface to a downstream surface as the filter rotates,
and a first diverter extending along and positioned away from
at least a portion of at least one of the upstream and down-
stream surfaces to define a gap, with at least a first portion of
the first diverter in a floating relative relationship with the
filter.

In yet another embodiment, a dishwasher for treating
dishes according to at least one cycle of operation includes a
tub at least partially defining a treating chamber, a sprayer
proximate to the tub to spray liquid into the treating chamber,
apump fluidly coupled between the treating chamber and the
sprayer to define a circulation circuit for circulating the
sprayed liquid from the treating chamber to the sprayer, a
rotating filter comprising a frame supporting a screen, with
the frame having at least one filter bearing surface extending
beyond the screen, and the filter located within the circulation
circuit such that the circulated liquid passes through the
screen from an upstream surface to a downstream surface as
the filter rotates, a first diverter extending along at least a
portion of one of the upstream and downstream surfaces, and
having a diverter bearing surface, and a biasing device rela-
tively biasing the rotating filter and the first diverter such that
the filter bearing surface and the diverter bearing surface
contact.

In another embodiment, a dishwasher for treating dishes
according to at least one cycle of operation includes a tub at
least partially defining a treating chamber, a sprayer proxi-
mate to the tub to spray liquid into the treating chamber, a
pump fluidly coupled between the treating chamber and the
sprayer to define a circulation circuit, a rotating filter com-
prising a body in which are provided a plurality of openings,
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and the filter located within the circulation circuit such that
the circulated liquid passes through the screen from an
upstream surface to a downstream surface as the filter rotates,
and a first diverter extending along at least a portion of one of
the upstream and downstream surfaces, and having a diverter
bearing surface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings:

FIG. 11is a schematic, cross-sectional view of a dishwasher
according to a first embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a controller of the dishwasher
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a pump
and filter assembly of the dishwasher of FIG. 1 with portions
cut away for clarity.

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the pump and filter assembly
of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the pump and filter
assembly of FIG. 2 taken along the line 5-5 shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional elevation view of a portion ofthe
pump and filter assembly of FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE
INVENTION

In FIG. 1, an automated dishwasher 10 according to a first
embodiment is illustrated. The dishwasher 10 shares many
features of a conventional automated dishwasher, which will
not be described in detail herein except as necessary for a
complete understanding of the invention. A chassis 12 may
define an interior of the dishwasher 10 and may include a
frame, with or without panels mounted to the frame. An
open-faced tub 14 may be provided within the chassis 12 and
may at least partially define a treating chamber 16, having an
open face, for washing dishes. A door assembly 18 may be
movably mounted to the dishwasher 10 for movement
between opened and closed positions to selectively open and
close the open face of the tub 14. Thus, the door assembly
provides accessibility to the treating chamber 16 for the load-
ing and unloading of dishes or other washable items.

It should be appreciated that the door assembly 18 may be
secured to the lower front edge of the chassis 12 or to the
lower front edge of the tub 14 via a hinge assembly (not
shown) configured to pivot the door assembly 18. When the
door assembly 18 is closed, user access to the treating cham-
ber 16 may be prevented, whereas user access to the treating
chamber 16 may be permitted when the door assembly 18 is
open.

Dish holders, illustrated in the form of upper and lower dish
racks 26, 28, are located within the treating chamber 16 and
receive dishes for washing. The upper and lower racks 26, 28
are typically mounted for slidable movement in and out of the
treating chamber 16 for ease of loading and unloading. Other
dish holders may be provided, such as a silverware basket. As
used in this description, the term “dish(es)” is intended to be
generic to any item, single or plural, that may be treated in the
dishwasher 10, including, without limitation, dishes, plates,
pots, bowls, pans, glassware, and silverware.

A spray system is provided for spraying liquid in the treat-
ing chamber 16 and includes sprayers provided in the form of
a first lower spray assembly 34, a second lower spray assem-
bly 36, a rotating mid-level spray arm assembly 38, and/or an
upper spray arm assembly 40, which are proximate to the tub
14 to spray liquid into the treating chamber 16. Upper spray
arm assembly 40, mid-level spray arm assembly 38 and lower
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spray assembly 34 are located, respectively, above the upper
rack 26, beneath the upper rack 26, and beneath the lower rack
24 and are illustrated as rotating spray arms. The second
lower spray assembly 36 is illustrated as being located adja-
cent the lower dish rack 28 toward the rear of the treating
chamber 16. The second lower spray assembly 36 is illus-
trated as including a vertically oriented distribution header or
spray manifold 44. Such a spray manifold is set forth in detail
in U.S. Pat. No. 7,594,513, issued Sep. 29, 2009, and titled
“Multiple Wash Zone Dishwasher,” which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

A recirculation system is provided for recirculating liquid
from the treating chamber 16 to the spray system. The recir-
culation system may include a sump 30 and a pump assembly
31. The sump 30 collects the liquid sprayed in the treating
chamber 16 and may be formed by a sloped or recessed
portion of a bottom wall of the tub 14. The pump assembly 31
may include both a drain pump assembly 32 and a recircula-
tion pump assembly 33. The drain pump assembly 32 may
draw liquid from the sump 30 and pump the liquid out of the
dishwasher 10 to a household drain line (not shown). The
recirculation pump assembly 33 may be fluidly coupled
between the treating chamber 16 and the spray system to
define a circulation circuit for circulating the sprayed liquid.
More specifically, the recirculation pump assembly 33 may
draw liquid from the sump 30 and the liquid may be simulta-
neously or selectively pumped through a supply tube 42 to
each of the assemblies 34, 36, 38, 40 for selective spraying.
While not shown, a liquid supply system may include a water
supply conduit coupled with a household water supply for
supplying water to the treating chamber 16.

A heating system including a heater 46 may be located
within the sump 30 for heating the liquid contained in the
sump 30.

A controller 50 may also be included in the dishwasher 10,
which may be operably coupled with various components of
the dishwasher 10 to implement a cycle of operation. The
controller 50 may be located within the door 18 as illustrated,
or it may alternatively be located somewhere within the chas-
sis 12. The controller 50 may also be operably coupled with a
control panel or user interface 56 for receiving user-selected
inputs and communicating information to the user. The user
interface 56 may include operational controls such as dials,
lights, switches, and displays enabling a user to input com-
mands, such as a cycle of operation, to the controller 50 and
receive information.

As illustrated schematically in FIG. 2, the controller 50
may be coupled with the heater 46 for heating the wash liquid
during a cycle of operation, the drain pump assembly 32 for
draining liquid from the treating chamber 16, and the recir-
culation pump assembly 33 for recirculating the wash liquid
during the cycle of operation. The controller 50 may be pro-
vided with a memory 52 and a central processing unit (CPU)
54. The memory 52 may be used for storing control software
that may be executed by the CPU 54 in completing a cycle of
operation using the dishwasher 10 and any additional soft-
ware. For example, the memory 52 may store one or more
pre-programmed cycles of operation that may be selected by
auser and completed by the dishwasher 10. The controller 50
may also receive input from one or more sensors 58. Non-
limiting examples of sensors that may be communicably
coupled with the controller 50 include a temperature sensor
and turbidity sensor to determine the soil load associated with
a selected grouping of dishes, such as the dishes associated
with a particular area of the treating chamber.

Referring now to FIG. 3, the recirculation pump assembly
33 is shown removed from the dishwasher 10. The recircula-
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tion pump assembly 33 includes a recirculation pump 60 that
is secured to a housing 62, which is shown partially cutaway
for clarity. The housing 62 defines a filter chamber 64 that
extends the length of the housing 62 and includes an inlet port
66, a drain outlet port 68, and a recirculation outlet port 70.
The inlet port 66 is configured to be coupled to a fluid hose
(not shown) extending from the sump 30. The filter chamber
64, depending on the location of the recirculation pump
assembly 33, may functionally be part of the sump 30 or
replace the sump 30. The drain outlet port 68 for the recircu-
lation pump 60, which may also be considered the drain pump
inlet port, may be coupled to the drain pump assembly 32
such that actuation of the drain pump assembly 32 drains the
liquid and any foreign objects within the filter chamber 64.
Therecirculation outlet port 70 is configured to receive a fluid
hose (not shown) such that the recirculation outlet port 70
may be fluidly coupled to the liquid spraying system includ-
ing the assemblies 34, 36, 38, 40. The recirculation outlet port
70 is fluidly coupled to an impeller chamber 72 of the recir-
culation pump 60 such that when the recirculation pump 60 is
operated liquid may be supplied to each of the assemblies 34,
36, 38, 40 for selective spraying. In this manner, the recircu-
lation pump 60 includes an inlet fluidly coupled to the tub 14
and an outlet fluidly coupled to the liquid spraying system to
recirculate liquid from the tub 14 to the treating chamber 16.

A liquid filtering system may be included within the recir-
culation pump assembly 33 and is illustrated as including a
rotating filter 74, a shroud 76, and a first diverter 78. FI1G. 4
more clearly illustrates that the recirculation pump assembly
33 may also include a diverter mount 80, a biasing element 82,
a second diverter 84, a first bearing 86, a second bearing 88,
a shaft 90, a separator ring 92, a floating ring 94, and a clip 96.

FIG. 4 also more clearly illustrates that the recirculation
pump assembly 33 may also include a recirculation pump 60
having a motor 61 and an impeller 63, which may be rotatably
driven by the motor 61. The pump 60 includes aninlet 100 and
an outlet 102, both which are in fluid communication with the
circulation circuit. The inlet 100 of the pump 60 may have an
area of 660 to 810 mm? and the outlet 102 of the pump 60 may
have an area of 450 to 500 mm?. The recirculation pump 60
may also have an exemplary volumetric flow rate and the rate
may be in the range of 15 liters per minute to 32 liters per
minute. The motor 61 may be a variable speed motor having
speeds ranging from between 2000 and 3500 rpm. Alterna-
tively, the motor 61 may include a single speed motor having
any suitable speed; for example, the motor 61 may have a
speed of 3370 rpm+/-50 rpm. The general details of such a
recirculation pump assembly 33 are described in the com-
monly-owned patent application entitled, Rotating Filter for a
Dishwashing Machine, filed Jun. 20, 2011, and assigned U.S.
application Ser. No. 13/163,945, which is incorporated by
reference herein. The rotating filter 74 may be operably
coupled to the impeller 63 such that rotation of the impeller 63
effects the rotation of the rotating filter 74.

The rotating filter 74 may include a hollow body formed by
aframe 104 and a screen 106 and may have an exterior and an
interior. The hollow body of the rotating filter 74 may be any
suitable shape including that of a cone or a cylinder. The
frame 104 is illustrated as including a first ring 108, a second
ring 110, and an end portion 112. The screen 106 is supported
by the frame 104 and the position of the screen 106 may be
fixed relative to the frame 104. In the illustrated embodiment,
the screen 106 is held between the first and second rings 108
and 110 of the frame 104. The first ring 108 extends beyond
the screen 106 of the rotating filter 74 and includes a projec-
tion extending about a periphery of the hollow body of the
screen 106.
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The screen 106 may include a plurality of openings
through which liquid may pass. The plurality of openings
may have a variety of sizes and spacing. The sum of the
individual areas of the plurality of openings within the screen
106 may define a cumulative open area for the body of the
screen 106. The area of the body of the screen 106 exposed to
the circulation circuit may define the body area of the screen
106. It is contemplated that the ratio of the open area to the
body area of the screen 106 may be in the range of 0.15 to
0.40. The ratio may be a function of at least the area of one of
the inlet 100 of the pump 60 and the outlet 102 of the pump 60.
The pump 60 may also have a volumetric flow rate and the
ratio of the open area to the body area of the screen 106 may
be a function of the volumetric flow rate. The ratio ofthe open
area to the body area of the screen 106 may also be a function
of the rotational speed of the rotating filter 74 during opera-
tion. For example, the ratio being within the range 0 0.15 to
0.40 may correlateto a rotational speed of the rotating filter 74
being between 2000 and 3500 rpm. In one embodiment the
rotating filter 74 may include 0.160 mm diameter holes and
about eighteen percent open area. Reducing the open area to
twelve percent may reduce the motor wattage without lower-
ing the pump pressure and the resulting rotating filter 74 may
handle soils equally as well.

The shroud 76 may define an interior and may be sized to
at least partially enclose the rotating filter 74. The shroud 76
may be fluidly accessible through multiple access openings
114. It is contemplated that the shroud 76 may include any
number of access openings 114 including a singular access
opening 114.

The first diverter 78 may be sized to extend along at least a
portion of the rotating filter 74. The diverter mount 80 may be
operably coupled to the first diverter 78 including that it may
be formed as a single piece with the first diverter 78. The
diverter mount 80 may include a first mount 116 and a diverter
bearing surface 118. The first diverter 78 may extend between
the first mount 116 and the diverter bearing surface 118.

As shown in FIG. 5, when assembled, the first bearing 86
may be mounted in an end of the rotating filter 74 and may
rotatably receive the stationary shaft 90, which in turn may be
mounted to an end of the shroud 76 through a retainer, such as
the spring clip 96. The clip 96 may retain the shroud 76 on the
stationary shaft 90 such that it does not slide or rotate. The
first mount 116 of the diverter mount 80 may also be sup-
ported by the shaft 90 between the bearing 86 and the biasing
element 82 and is configured to extend along a portion of the
screen 106. The first diverter 78 and the diverter mount 80 are
arranged such that the first diverter 78 may be located within
the access opening 114 of the shroud 76. In the illustrated
embodiment, the first diverter 78 projects through the access
opening 114.

The second bearing 88 may be adjacent an inside portion of
the rotating filter 74 and may rotatably receive the stationary
shaft 90. The second bearing 88 may also separate the rotating
filter 74 from the second diverter 84, which may also be
mounted on the stationary shaft 90. In this way, the rotating
filter 74 may be rotatably mounted to the stationary shaft 90
with the first bearing 86 and the second bearing 88 and the
shroud 76, first diverter 78, and second diverter 84 may be
stationary with the shaft 90.

The shroud 76 may be mounted at its other end to the
separator ring 92. The separator ring 92 acts to separate the
filtered water in the impeller chamber 72 from the mixture of
liquid and soils in the filter chamber 64. The separator ring 92
may be located between the floating ring 94 and the recircu-
lation pump 60 and may be axially moveable to aid in radially
and vertically sealing with the separator ring 92.
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The screen 106 may have a first surface 120 defining an
upstream surface and a second surface 122 defining a down-
stream surface. The rotating filter 74 may be located within
the circulation circuit such that the circulated liquid passes
through the rotating filter 74 from the upstream surface
defined by the first surface 120 to a downstream surface
defined by the second surface 122. In this manner, recirculat-
ing liquid passes through the rotating filter 74 from the
upstream surface to the downstream surface to effect a filter-
ing of the liquid. In the described flow direction, the upstream
surface correlates to the outer of first surface 120 of the
rotating filter 74 and the downstream surface correlates to the
inner or second surface 122 of the rotating filter 74 such that
the rotating filter 74 separates the upstream portion of the
filter chamber 64 from the outlet port 70. If the flow direction
is reversed, the downstream surface may correlate with the
outer of first surface 120 and the upstream surface may cor-
relate with the inner or second surface 122.

The first diverter 78 may extend along and be spaced away
from at least a portion of the upstream surface to define a gap
128 between the first diverter 78 and the rotating filter 74 with
a first portion of the first diverter 78 being proximate the
impeller 63 and the second portion of the first diverter 78
being distal the impeller 63. A filter bearing surface 124 is
provided on the frame 104, which, as illustrated is an integral
part ofthe frame 104, though it need not be. At least part of the
frame 104 may form a filter bearing surface 124. In the
illustrated example, the filter bearing surface 124 includes the
first ring 108. More specifically, a portion of the first ring 108
projecting beyond the screen 106 forms the filter bearing
surface 124. When assembled, the diverter bearing surface
118 and the filter bearing surface 124 are in an abutting
relationship to define a floating relative relationship between
the first diverter 78 and the rotating filter 74. The rotating filter
74 and first diverter 78 are arranged such that when the filter
bearing surface 124 and diverter bearing surface 118 are in
contact, the first diverter 78 is spaced from the screen 106 to
form the gap 128 between the first diverter 78 and the screen
106. The gap 128 may be in a range of 0.25 mm to 1 mm and
is preferably around 0.5 mm. In the illustrated embodiment,
the internal or second diverter 84 may be proximate the down-
stream surface to define a second gap 130. The gap 130 may
bein arange of 0.5 mm to 2 mm and is preferably around 0.75
mm. Thus, the first diverter 78 may be proximate the exterior
of the rotating filter 74 and the second diverter 84 may be
proximate the interior of the rotating filter 74.

Inthe illustrated embodiment, the hollow body of the rotat-
ing filter 74 is cone shaped and the first diverter 78 is posi-
tioned such that the gap 128 is substantially constant relative
to the rotating filter 74. The diverter mount 80 may operably
couple the first diverter 78 to the rotating filter 74 such that
there is only one tolerance stack up between at least a portion
of the first diverter 78 and a portion of the rotating filter 74.
More specifically, the diverter bearing surface 118 and the
filter bearing surface 124 are in contact during rotation of the
rotating filter 74 to form the one tolerance stack up.

The biasing element 82 may bias the first diverter 78 into
position relative to the rotating filter 74 to form the gap 128.
The biasing element 82 may bias the first diverter 78 and the
rotating filter 74 into a fixed relative axial position, which
may be of particular importance when the rotating filter 74 is
a cone with a varying diameter and of less importance if the
rotating filter 74 and first diverter 78 are of constant diameter,
such as a cylinder. More specifically the biasing element 82
may bias the second portion of the first diverter 78 toward an
end of the rotating filter 74 proximate the first ring 108 to
maintain the first diverter 78 and the rotating filter 74 in the



US 9,237,836 B2

7

fixed relative position. In the illustrated example, the biasing
element biases both of the first diverter and the rotating filter
74 toward the impeller 63. The biasing element 82 may be any
suitable biasing element 82 including a compression spring.
The biasing element 82 may also bias the rotating filter 74 and
the first diverter 78 such that the filter bearing surface 124 and
the diverter bearing surface 118 contact each other to form the
onetolerance stack up. In the event that the assembly does not
include the diverter mount, the biasing element 82 and the
first diverter 78 may be configured such that the biasing
element 82 may bias the first diverter 78, itself, toward a first
end of the rotating filter 74 to maintain the first diverter 78 and
rotating filter 74 in a fixed relative position.

In operation, wash liquid, such as water and/or treating
chemistry (i.e., water and/or detergents, enzymes, surfac-
tants, and other cleaning or conditioning chemistry), enters
the tub 14 and flows into the sump 30 to the inlet port 66 where
the liquid may enter the filter chamber 64. As the filter cham-
ber 64 fills, liquid passes through the perforations in the
rotating filter 74. After the filter chamber 64 is completely
filled and the sump 30 is partially filled with liquid, the
dishwasher 10 activates the motor 61. During an operation
cycle, a mixture of liquid and foreign objects such as soil
particles may advance from the sump 30 into the filter cham-
ber 64 to fill the filter chamber 64.

Activation of the motor 61 causes the impeller 63 and the
rotating filter 74 to rotate. The liquid in the recirculation flow
path flows into the filter chamber 64 from the inlet port 66.
The rotation of the filter 74 causes the liquid and soils therein
to rotate in the same direction within the filter chamber 64.
The recirculation flow path may circumscribe at least a por-
tion of the shroud 76 and enters through access openings 114
therein. The rotation of the impeller 63 draws liquid from the
filter chamber 64 and forces the liquid by rotation of the
impeller 63 outward such that it is advanced out of the impel-
ler chamber 72 through the recirculation outlet port 70 to the
assemblies 34, 36, 38, 40 for selective spraying. When liquid
is delivered to the assemblies 34, 36, 38, 40, it is expelled
from the assemblies 34, 36, 38, 40 onto any dishes positioned
in the treating chamber 16. Liquid removes soil particles
located on the dishes, and the mixture of liquid and soil
particles falls onto the bottom wall of the tub 14. The sloped
configuration of the bottom wall of the tub 14 directs that
mixture into the sump 30. The recirculation pump 60 is fluidly
coupled downstream of the downstream surface of the rotat-
ing filter 74 and if the recirculation pump 60 is shut off then
any liquid and soils within the filter chamber will settle in the
filter chamber 64 where the liquid and any soils may be
subsequently drained by the drain pump assembly 32.

FIG. 6 illustrates more clearly the shroud 76, first diverter
78, the second diverter 84, and the flow of the liquid along the
recirculation flow path. Multiple arrows 144 illustrate the
travel of liquid along the recirculation flow path as it passes
through the rotating filter 74 from the upstream surface
defined by the first surface 120 to a downstream surface
defined by the second surface 122. The rotation of the filter
74, which is illustrated in the clockwise direction, causes the
liquid and soils therein to rotate in the same direction within
the filter chamber 64. The recirculation flow path is thus
illustrated as circumscribing at least a portion of the shroud 76
and as entering through the access openings 114. In this
manner, the multiple access openings 114 may be thought of
as facing downstream to the recirculation flow path. It is
possible that some of the liquid in the recirculation flow path
may make one or more complete trips around the shroud 76
prior to entering the access openings 114. The number of trips
is somewhat dependent upon the suction provided by the
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recirculation pump 60 and the rotation of the filter 74. As may
be seen, a small portion ofthe liquid may be drawn around the
shroud 76 and into the access opening 114 in a direction
opposite that of the rotation of the filter 74. The shape of the
shroud 76, the first diverter 78, and the second diverter 84 as
well as the suction from the recirculation pump 60 may result
in a portion of the liquid turning in this manner, which helps
discourage foreign objects from entering the access opening
114 as they are less able to make the same turn around the
shroud 76 and into the access opening 114.

Several of the zones created in the filter chamber 64 during
operation have also been illustrated and include: a first shear
force zone 146 and a second shear force zone 148. These
zones impact the travel of the liquid along the liquid recircu-
lation flow path as described in detail in the U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/163,945, filed on Jun. 20, 2011,
entitled “Rotating Filter for a Dishwasher,” which is incorpo-
rated by reference herein in its entirety. It will be understood
that the shroud 76 and the first diverter 78 form artificial
boundaries spaced from the upstream surface defined by the
first surface 120 of the rotating filter 74 such that liquid
passing between the shroud 76 and the first diverter 78 and the
upstream surface applies a greater shear force on the first
surface 120 than liquid in an absence of the shroud 76 and the
first diverter 78 and that in this manner the first shear force
zone 146 is formed. Similarly, the second diverter 84 forms a
second artificial boundary spaced from the downstream sur-
face defined by the second surface 122 of the rotating filter 74
and creates the second shear force zone 148. The first and
second shear force zones 146 and 148 aid in removing foreign
soil from the rotating filter 74. Additional zones may be
formed by the shroud 76, the first diverter 78, and the second
diverter 84 as described in detail in the U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/163,945. It is contemplated that the relative ori-
entation between the first diverter 78 and the second diverter
84 may be changed to create variations in the zones formed.

In another embodiment, at least a first portion of the first
diverter 78 may be in a floating relative relationship with the
rotating filter 74. In such an embodiment the first diverter 78
may still include the first diverter bearing surface 118 and the
rotating filter 74 may still include a filter bearing surface 124,
with the first diverter bearing surface 118 and the filter bear-
ing surface 124 being in an abutting relationship to define the
floating relative relationship. In yet another embodiment, a
biasing device may be utilized to bias the first diverter 78 into
position relative to the rotating filter 74 to form the gap 128.
For example, a biasing device in the form of a spring may be
used to space the first diverter 78 from the rotating filter 74.
The biasing device may also allow the first diverter 78 to be
moveable relative to at least a portion of the rotating filter 74
to allow the size of the gap 128 to vary with a position of the
first diverter 78 relative to the surface of the rotating filter 74.
Such embodiments would operate similarly to the embodi-
ment described above and may reduce damage to the rotating
filter 74 caused by soil particles between the first diverter 78
and the rotating filter 74.

The embodiments described above provide for a variety of
benefits including enhanced filtration such that soil is filtered
from the liquid and not re-deposited on dishes and allow for
cleaning of the rotating filter throughout the life of the dish-
washer and this maximizes the performance of the dish-
washer. Thus, such embodiments require less user mainte-
nance than required by typical dishwashers.

While the invention has been specifically described in con-
nection with certain specific embodiments thereof, it is to be
understood that this is by way of illustration and not of limi-
tation. Reasonable variation and modification are possible
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within the scope of the forgoing disclosure and drawings
without departing from the spirit of the invention which is
defined in the appended claims. For example, the rotating
filter may have first and second filter elements, which may be
affixed to each other or may be spaced apart from each other
by a gap. The filter elements may be structurally different
from each other, may be made of different materials, and may
have different properties attributable to them. For example,
the first filter element may be more resistant to foreign object
damage than the second filter element. It is also contemplated
that the rotating filter may also include a non-perforated por-
tion. The non-perforated portion may encircle the rotating
filter and may act as a strengthening rib. The non-perforated
portion may be for any given surface area and may provide the
rotating filter with greater strength, especially hoop strength.
It is also contemplated that the plurality of openings of the
screen may be arranged to leave non-perforated bands encir-
cling the screen with the non-perforated bands functioning as
strengthening ribs. Further, it will be understood that any
portion of the described embodiments above may be com-
bined with each other in any manner.

What is claimed is:

1. A dishwasher for treating dishes according to atleast one
automatic cycle of operation, comprising:

a tub at least partially defining a treating chamber for

receiving the dishes for treatment;

a sprayer proximate to the tub to spray liquid into the
treating chamber;

a pump fluidly coupled between the treating chamber and
the sprayer to define a circulation circuit for circulating
the sprayed liquid from the treating chamber to the
sprayer;

a housing fluidly coupled to the circulation circuit and
defining a filter chamber;

a rotating filter located within the housing such that the
circulated liquid passes through the rotating filter from
an upstream surface to a downstream surface as the
rotating filter rotates; and

afirst diverter extending along and positioned away from at
least a portion of at least one of the upstream or down-
stream surfaces, with at least a first portion of the first
diverter abutting a first portion the rotating filter to
define a floating relative relationship between the first
diverter and the rotating filter and define a gap therebe-
tween.

2. The dishwasher of claim 1 wherein the first portion of the
first diverter comprises a first diverter bearing surface and the
first portion of the rotating filter comprises a filter bearing
surface.
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3. The dishwasher of claim 2 wherein the rotating filter
comprises a frame, with at least a part of the frame forming
the filter bearing surface.

4. The dishwasher of claim 2 wherein the first diverter
further comprises a second portion in a fixed relative relation-
ship with the rotating filter.

5. The dishwasher of claim 4 wherein the rotating filter
further comprises a stationary shaft and the second portion of
the first diverter is mounted to the stationary shaft.

6. The dishwasher of claim 5, further comprising a biasing
element provided on the stationary shaft and biasing the sec-
ond portion of the first diverter toward a first end of the
rotating filter to maintain the first diverter and the rotating
filter in a fixed relative position.

7. The dishwasher of claim 6 wherein the pump comprises
an impeller operably coupled to the rotating filter to effect the
rotation of the rotating filter, with the first portion of the first
diverter being proximate the impeller and the second portion
of' the first diverter being distal the impeller.

8. The dishwasher of claim 7 wherein the rotating filter
defines a hollow cone having an exterior, defined by one ofthe
upstream and downstream surfaces, and an interior, defined
by the other of the upstream and downstream surfaces, and the
biasing element biases both of the first diverter and the rotat-
ing filter toward the impeller from the fixed relative position.

9. The dishwasher of claim 8, further comprising a second
diverter, with the first diverter proximate one of the upstream
and downstream surfaces and the second diverter proximate
the other of the upstream and downstream surfaces to define
a second gap.

10. The dishwasher of claim 9 wherein the second diverter
is non-rotatably mounted to the shaft.

11. The dishwasher of claim 9 wherein the rotating filter
comprises a hollow body having an exterior, defined by one of
the upstream and downstream surfaces, and an interior,
defined by the other of the upstream and downstream sur-
faces, with the first diverter proximate the exterior and the
second diverter proximate the interior.

12. The dishwasher of claim 1, further comprising a shroud
at least partially enclosing the rotating filter and having an
access opening, with the first diverter located within the
access opening.

13. The dishwasher of claim 12 wherein the first diverter
projects through the access opening.

14. The dishwasher of claim 1, further comprising a biasing
device for biasing the first diverter into an axial position
relative to the rotating filter.

15. The dishwasher of claim 1 wherein the first portion of
the first diverter abuts the first portion of the rotating filter via
a filter bearing surface.
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